Autocrine and paracrine growth inhibitors of breast cancer cells.
Breast epithelial cells produce both mitogens and growth inhibitors which are involved in the control of mammary gland development through autocrine and paracrine pathways. While the mechanisms of action of several growth factors have been well established and related strategies proposed for breast cancer therapy, little is known concerning growth inhibitors. In this review, we present an overview of current information about major autocrine and paracrine growth inhibitors of breast epithelial cells, and we discuss their potential functions in the control of breast cancer development.